
Dear ROCK Family,

This Fall we celebrated 
20 years since we had 
our first session with 
four children and one 
horse. Mr. Merlin Hoppe 
(WWII Veteran and 
one of ROCK’s first 
volunteers) built our 
first mounting ramp 
and sturdy fences that 
are still standing today.  
We are forever grateful 
to George and Barbara 
Brightwell for donating the 20 acres of land that started us on this journey of serving and 
healing and for their continued service to ROCK to this day! 

Over the past 20 years, our staff has grown from one Physical Therapist with a dream of helping 
children to currently 28 staff members; 350 ROCKateers (ROCK volunteers) that help us 
keep feet moving through this red dirt in Georgetown; 28 horses; and over 300 children, adult, 
veterans, and their families. Since 2011, ROCK has also been providing leadership and staff to 
run the Texas A&M Courtney Cares Program in College Station. Thank you for your dedication 
and support of ROCK and its programs. You are important to us and we value your commitment 
in support of ROCK.

Please help us keep the healing momentum going with an end of the year donation today. 
These donations help sustain the service we offer to individuals at reduced rates. Thank you for 
allowing us to do what we love every day to improve independence and life skills in partnership 
with the horse for the children, adults and veterans that need us the most. 

I pray your holidays are filled with gratitude and wonder at the beauty in our world and the 
potential for each of us to bless one another. 

ROCK ON,

Nancy Krenek

P. S. Please turn this letter over to read stories from 
two of our long-time riders, Sydney and Jack. 

Thank you! We couldn’t have made it this far without you!
Celebrating 20 years of Healing Thru Horses. 
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Sydney came to us as a little girl using a walker and 
needing to learn balance and coordination to manage 
her future school environment. She wanted to “walk 
into kindergarten.”  Her Grandfather described her as a 
“water balloon on the back of the horse”, as he watched the 
challenge she had to keep her balance.  Today she is an 
adult, taking courses at ACC, and a contributing donor to 
our horseshoe club through her sponsorship of Shug. Her 
relationship with the horse has led to her improved mobility 
and confidence. She is a medal winner from the Houston 
Livestock show, the Austin Rodeo and Special Olympics as 
she partnered with ROCK horses. Many of Sydney’s friends 

were made at ROCK and she 
continues to ride here each 
week. Thank you, Sydney, for 
demonstrating leadership in 
your own life as you now give 
back to ROCK.

Jack came to ROCK in a wheel chair from a life 
changing head injury when he was only 15. Since 
that first ride in 2010 he has never looked back.  
His mom says, “ROCK is still here even when 
other therapies time out by expense. ROCK is 
still affordable and continues to provide strength 
and stamina.”  When he first came to ROCK, 
Jack had to relearn how to walk and make new 
friends. Since then, Jack has been able to learn to 
make pottery using only one arm and has donated 
some of his amazing creations to our fundraisers. 
His connection with his horse led him towards 
gaining new independence 
and life skills. Jack is now a 
staff member at the YMCA. 
He has become an active 
member of our society and 
an example of the magic 
of ROCK. Thank you Jack, 
for giving back to ROCK 
through your gifts and 
talents.

Sydney

Jack

We hope you will join Sydney and Jack in supporting ROCK with an end of year 
donation. We invite you to come out to ROCK to see firsthand the life changing 

opportunities that are taking place daily at ROCK. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT US!   ROCKRIDE.ORG

CLICK HERE TO DONATE TODAY!

https://co.clickandpledge.com/sp/d1/default.aspx?wid=96109

